in Consequence of any Law or Regulation therein, be discharged from such Service or Labor, but shall be delivered upon on Claim of the Party to whom such Service or Labor may be due." Franklin also analyzed the great variety of state laws during the slavery era and afterwards, the legal and constitutional changes that occurred as a result of the Civil War, including the Thirteenth (freedom), Fourteenth (citizenship) and Fifteenth (franchise) Amendments, and the Jim Crow legislation of the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries, a period he and other historians termed the nadir in African American history following Emancipation. He also analyzed the impact of twentieth-century Supreme Court decisions and congressional legislation concerning civil rights and voting privileges.
Over the years, Franklin also included discussions of these and other related subjects in several books, including The Emancipation Proclamation Franklin's legal writings also included participation in two court cases, including the case many believe to be one of the most important Supreme Court opinions in U.S. history. Having experienced racial segregation in his native state of Oklahoma, as student at Harvard University, and in the North and South, he felt strongly about seeking to correct the injustices done to African Americans. In 1949, he assisted Thurgood Marshall and the NAACP Legal Defense Fund in preparing background information in the Lyman Johnson v. University of Kentucky case involving the "separate but equal" clause in the U.S. Supreme Court opinion of Plessy v. Ferguson fifty-three years before. Johnson was denied admission to the University of Kentucky's graduate history program because, university officials asserted, the Kentucky State College for Negroes offered him an equal opportunity for advanced training. In his analysis, Franklin compared the two institutions, showing that such an assertion was based on race rather than any objective comparison of the two programs. In the summer of 1953, following the Supreme Court's deferred judgment of five cases challenging racial segregation in elementary and high schools, Franklin again assisted Marshall in preparing historical background information. Now he prepared a monograph on, as he put it, the way in which the Americans "defied, ignored, and worked against every conception of equality laid down in the Fourteen Amendment and subsequent legislation." It was used in the final NAACP brief in what became the landmark 1954 case of Brown v. Board of Education of Topeka, ending segregation in the public schools.
Although more difficult to quantify than his books, articles, essays, and legal briefs, Franklin also made a significant contribution as a teacher of the law. Indeed, if someone were to ask him what he considered his most important legacy, it would undoubtedly be his work as a historian, scholar, and teacher. His legacy as a teacher was truly exceptional, with literally thousands of students over the years at many colleges and universities, not only where he taught for a number of years (St. Augustine, North Carolina College for Negroes, Howard, Brooklyn College, University of Chicago, Duke) but also where he taught for a semester or quarter or as visiting professor, including the University of Maryland, Harvard, University of California at Berkeley, University of Wisconsin, Cambridge University, among others. He taught undergraduates throughout his career, including his tenure at the University of Chicago, where he directed thirty-four doctoral dissertations, and following his "retirement" as the James B. Duke Distinguished Professor at Duke University. His teaching career spanned fifty-six years, beginning as a oneyear temporary replacement for his mentor Theodore Currier at Fisk University in 1936 (to repay a loan from Currier and save enough to return to Harvard) and ending in 1992, after seven years teaching a popular course in Duke Law School with historian William Leuchtenburg and legal scholar Walter Dellinger. Over the years, he discussed the law and constitutional history in all of his classes and commented toward the end of his life that his teaching career would not have been complete without his stint at the Duke Law School.
Thus, despite his many contributions, John Hope Franklin's emphasis on the importance of the law, not only as means of governing our lives but as a reflection of our society, has assisted Americans in providing, as the title of his autobiography says, a Mirror to America.
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